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FOREWORD 
 
The Little River Landcare Group (LRLG) was formed in response to a need to develop overall 
catchment strategies that were not being fully addressed by smaller individual landcare groups.  
The LRLG has a commitment to “promoting a healthy, productive and diverse biological and 
social environment”.   
 
Following the formation of the LRLG, the community saw the need to develop a catchment 
management plan to help improve the profitability and sustainability of the community by 
addressing problems that could not be solved independently.  The committee sought and received 
NHT funding to undertake a catchment plan in three stages: 

 Stage 1 –  Catchment description and situation statement 
 Stage 2 –  Best Management Options and Integrated catchment management plan 
 Stage 3 –  Socio-economic study 

 
During the planning process the community, local government and agencies were encouraged to 
take an active role through public meetings to voice their concerns and opinions on any issue they 
saw as relevant. 
 
Major issues identified by the community were: 

 Dryland salinity  Native vegetation 
 Soil acidity  Pasture degradation 
 Poor surface water quality  Soil structure decline 

 
The development of the LRLG catchment plan has given the community and other stakeholders a 
far greater understanding of the problems and the processes involved in addressing these 
identified issues.  There has been considerable effort given to keep stakeholders fully informed at 
every stage via newsletters and community meetings. 
 
These issues require a coordinated approach by all involved in order to have a positive outcome, 
both in our own catchment and for downstream water users, who are affected by the quality of the 
water leaving our catchment. 
 
The plan recommends Best Management Options (BMOs) based on workable solutions. There are 
a range of options, allowing farmers a choice in the way they can help meet the catchment 
objectives.  BMOs vary according to the Land Management Unit (LMU) area to which they are to 
be applied. This will involve stakeholders making some fundamental changes in their 
management strategies, including significant changes in land use by primary producers.  
Consideration must be given to the capacity, both economically and socially, of primary 
producers to make these changes. 
 
It is now of the upmost importance to see these BMO’s actioned.  Further research and ongoing 
monitoring and evaluation will be an inherent aspect in producing a successful outcome.  The plan 
will need to be constantly reviewed and modified as circumstances change and more information 
becomes available. 
 
I urge all landowners to be aware of the impact of soil acidity, salinity and erosion on our long 
term sustainability and to take the opportunity given to us from this plan to ensure our vision for 
our catchment is realised.  I also call on all levels of government to join with LRLG in the 
implementation of this COMMUNITY driven plan. 
 
Mr Trevor Coady 
Chairman Little River Landcare Group (1999-2001) 
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